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Mission 

To develop responsible, independent individuals who love learning and have the knowledge and attitudes to 

be successful in an ever-changing world. 

Ethos and beliefs 

School should be about empowering children to be successful in an ever-changing world. By providing rich 

and memorable learning experiences and engaging our children through hands on activities, we support the 

development of their skills as well as their knowledge and understanding. 

Purpose 

The Geography curriculum is designed to give all students the confidence and experience to help inform and 

shape ideas; investigating human and physical strands of the multi-faceted subject. This will enable students 

to become global citizens, have the cultural literacy to be role models for the future and set a trail for others 

to emulate.  

Geography offers the opportunity to study a range of topics that investigate the physical processes of our 

planet, human societies and the economic and environmental challenges within the local, national and global 

context. This gives students the confidence to interact with the wider world, leading to fulfilled and positive 

life experiences. The curriculum encourages students to ask questions, develop critical thinking skills, and 

layer a deeper understanding of complex concepts as the course navigates through the curriculum. 

 

Aims and Objectives  

 

The Jersey curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and 

marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a 

geographical context for understanding the actions of processes  

 understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, 

how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time 

 are competent in the geographical skills needed to collect, analyse and communicate with a range of 

data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical 

processes 

 interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes and aerial 

photographs. 

 communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and 

quantitative skills and writing at length. 

 

 

 

 

Through our geography teaching we aim to:  

 

 equip children to use themselves as starting points for learning about geography, and to build on their 

enthusiasm and natural sense of wonder about the world.  

 inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them 
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for the rest of their lives.  

 equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human 

environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes.  

 help pupils deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and 

of the formation and use of landscapes and environments.  

 develop geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to provide the frameworks and 

approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and 

changed over time. 

 enable children to develop their skills of co-operation through working with others.  

 encourage and enable pupils to be creative in their approach to geography  

 raise standards of achievement and attainment in geography.  

 encourage children to persevere.  

 

Teaching Methods 

 

A range of teaching methods ensure that the needs of different learning styles are met. This enables children 

to access a range of resources to develop their geographical knowledge and understanding. 

 

Teachers utilise many different techniques such as: 

 

 Knowledge provided by the teacher. 

 

 Use of the school grounds and local area for fieldwork. 

 

 Individual and group enquiry. 

 

 Use of atlases, maps, books, leaflets, photographs and videos. 

 

 Use of ICT to aid research and for use of maps. 

 

 Role play and drama-based activities. 

 

 Using outside speakers. 

 

 Creative activities such as building models, creating maps and aerial views using different materials 

and showing routes. 

 

 Visits to places to support a topic and development of skills, where possible. 

 

 An enquiry approach should be adopted whereby children are encouraged to ask geographical 

questions to find the answers they need or to use resources provided to investigate further and find 

out.  

 

Planning  

 

The long and medium term Geography planning can be found in Teacher shared. It is the role of the 

Geography leader to review the long-term plan, which is reviewed annually.  
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The requirements in the long-term plan are taken from each year group’s projects and the Geography Jersey 

Curriculum.  

It is the responsibility of the class teachers to generate the medium term plan and weekly plans, which are in 

line with the long term planning requirements and therefore have clear learning objectives. It is the role of 

the Geography leader to monitor and advise teachers on medium planning giving feedback and assistance 

where necessary. 

Marking/ Assessment  

Marking of the children’s work is completed in line with the school’s marking policy. It is also the 

responsibility of the class teacher to maintain an overview of each child’s progress in Geography. A variety 

of strategies including observations, taking photographs, questioning, discussion and marking are used to 

formatively assess progress against the learnt objectives. This information is used to identify what is taught 

next.  

Teaching of Geography 

 

To provide adequate time for developing geography, skills and understanding, each teacher provides 18 

hours per year to the teaching of Geography. This is usually delivered 1 hour per week for ½ a term. The 

skills learned in Geography bridges the curriculum from the physical process in Science, creativity in 

English to the quantitate skills of Mathematics. 

Health and Safety 

Appropriate risk assessments are completed before every trip whether local or further afield. 

Resources  

Resources are kept in the relevant classrooms. All staff members are responsible for collecting and returning 

necessary items to the correct classroom to ensure that resources are easy for all staff to find. 

Equal opportunities  

All children at St. Lawrence School are given equal opportunities in all areas of Geography. We are 

committed to providing all children with an equal entitlement to Geography activities and opportunities 

regardless of race, gender, culture or class. 

 

Coverage 

Early Years 

Geography is taught in Reception as an integral part of the topic work through child-initiated and adult led 

activities.  

We aim to capture pupils interest in the local environment and use appropriate vocabulary to describe 

observations and express opinions, to raise awareness of other environments through stories, visits, 

photographs, ICT and artefacts. 
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Children: 

 observe, find out about, and identify features in the place they live and the natural world; 

 begin to explore their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people; 

 find out about their environment and talk about those features they like and dislike. 

 

Key Stage 1  

Pupils should:  

 develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom, the Channel Islands and Jersey and their 

locality; 

 

 understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography; 

 

 begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational 

awareness.  

 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 

Locational knowledge  

 

 name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  

 

 name, locate and identify characteristics of Jersey, its parishes and main settlements, the other 

Channel Islands and the surrounding waters.  

 

Place knowledge  

 

 understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical 

geography of Jersey, and of a small area in a contrasting country.  

 

Human and physical geography  

 

 identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and Jersey. The location of hot 

and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles  

 

 use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to  

 

 key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 

valley, vegetation, season and weather  

 

 key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour, 

reservoir and shop.  

 

Geographical skills and fieldwork  
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 use world maps, atlases and globes to identify Jersey and the Channel Islands together with their 

position in relation to the United Kingdom and its countries, France, and the countries, continents 

and oceans studied at this Key Stage  

 

 use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language 

[for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map  

 

 use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 

features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key  

 

 use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds 

and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.  

 

 

Key Stage 2  

Pupils should:  

 extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and 

Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of a range of the 

world’s most significant human and physical features  

 

 develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational 

and environmental knowledge.  

 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 

Locational knowledge  

 

 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on the United Kingdom and the Channel Islands, 

Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their 

environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities  

 

 name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their 

identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 

mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have 

changed over time  

 

 identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian and time zones (including day and night).  

 

Place knowledge  

 

 understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical 

geography of Jersey, a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region 

within one other continent  

 

Human and physical geography  
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 describe and understand key aspects of:  

 

 physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, coasts including 

tides, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle  

 

 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade 

links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.  

 

 

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

 

 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features 

studied  

 

 use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the 

use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world  

 

 use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local 

area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 

 

 

SMSC in Geography 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spiritual  
At St Lawrence Primary, Geography 

inspires awe and wonder at the natural 

world: both at the physical and human 

features. It also inspires wonder of the 

natural environment such as rivers, 

mountains, hills, volcanoes and the effect 

of weather and climate. It also includes 

the effect that the environment 

continues to have on settlement and 

peoples’ daily lives.  

Moral  
At St Lawrence Primary, Geography 

provides opportunities for students to 

recognise that development takes place 

within a global context, and that local 

decisions affect and are affected by 

decisions and processes in other 

countries, for example river pollution. 

Issues of justice, fairness and 

democracy are central and can be 

debated in terms of students’ own 
experiences, as well as using 

geographical issues as contexts.  
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Social  
At St Lawrence Primary, Geography 

involves the study of real people in 

different societies. In looking at their 

own locality and others in the world, 

students’ sense of identity and 
community can be strengthened.  

Cultural  
At St Lawrence Primary, cultural 

education in Geography involves the 

study of real people in real places in the 

present. It provides opportunities for 

multi-cultural education through 

recognising diversity and commonalities. 

It also encourages students’ to reflect 

on their own personal reality of sense of 

space.  


	Early Years

