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'To develop responsible, independent individuals who love learning and have the knowledge and attitudes to be 
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Mission 

To develop responsible, independent individuals who (love learning and) have the knowledge and attitudes to be 

successful in an ever changing world. 

Ethos and beliefs 

School should be about empowering children to be successful in an ever changing world. By providing rich and 

memorable learning experiences and engaging our children through hands on activities, we support the 

development of their skills as well as their knowledge and understanding. 

It is important to us that children are able to connect what they do at school to the real world and that they learn 

how to think creatively and solve problems, both independently and collaboratively. As such, we enable children to 

take on responsibilities, to make choices about their learning and to find out their own interests and fascinations. 

Core Values 

Independence: 

 We are confident to be unique 

 We respect each other inside and out 

 We are happy for our own and for each other’s successes 

Responsibility: 

 We treat others how we would like to be treated 

 We tell the truth 

 We care about each other’s feelings 

Success: 

 We ask questions and figure things out for ourselves 

 We listen in a respectful way 

 We try our best and learn from our mistakes  
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Aims and Objectives  

 

History is about real people who lived, and real events which happened in the past. History is concerned with 

sequence, time and chronology and is the study of evidence about the past; it gives us a sense of identity, set within 

our social, political, cultural and economic relationships. History fires the children’s curiosity about the past in Britain 

and the wider world and plays an essential part in preparing them for living and working in the contemporary world. 

Pupils consider how the past influences the present, what past societies were like, how these societies organised 

their politics, and what beliefs and cultures influenced people’s actions. As they do this, children develop a 

chronological framework for their knowledge of significant events and people. They see the diversity of human 

experience, and understand more about themselves as individuals and members of society. What they learn can 

influence their decisions about personal choices, attitudes and values. In History, children find evidence, weigh it up 

and reach their own conclusions. To do this they need to be able to research, sift through evidence, and argue for 

their point of view – skills that are prized in adult life. 

 

The aims of history are: 

 To instil in the children a curiosity and understanding of events, places and people in a variety of times and 

environments. 

 To develop an interest in the past and an appreciation of human achievements and aspirations 

 To understand the values of our society 

 To learn about the major issues and events in the history of our own country and of the world and how 

these events may have influenced one another 

 To develop a knowledge of chronology within which the children can organise their understanding of the 

past 

 To understand how the past was different from the present and that people of other times and places may 

have had different values and attitudes from ours 

 To understand the nature of evidence by emphasising the process of enquiry and by developing the range of 

skills required to interpret primary and secondary source materials 

 To distinguish between historical facts and the interpretation of those facts 

 To understand that events have a multiplicity of causes and that historical explanation is provisional, 

debatable and sometimes controversial 
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Planning  

 

The long and medium-term History planning can be found in Teacher shared, planning. It is the role of the History 

leader to review the long-term plan, which is reviewed annually.  

The requirements in the long-term plan are taken from each year group’s Jersey Curriculum objectives. 

It is the responsibility of the class teachers to generate the medium-term plan and weekly plans, which are in line 

with the long-term planning requirements and therefore have clear learning objectives.  

 

Marking/ Assessment  

Marking of the children’s work is completed in line with the school’s marking policy. It is also the responsibility of the 

class teacher to maintain an overview of each child’s progress in History. A variety of strategies including 

observations, taking photographs, questioning, discussion and marking are used to formatively assess progress 

against the learnt objectives. This information is used to identify what is taught next.  

 

Teaching of History 

To provide adequate time for developing History, skills and understanding, each teacher provides 18 hours per year 

to the teaching of History. Each teacher will deliver it as they see fit eg; 1 hour per week for ½ a term.  

 

Resources  

The school holds a central bank of resources in class, linked to the projects. There are also strong links with Jersey 

Heritage (Padlet) to arrange trips/visitors and to borrow resources and artefacts. All staff members are responsible 

for collecting and returning necessary items to the correct place to ensure that resources are easy for all staff to find. 

 

Equal opportunities  

All children at St. Lawrence School are given equal opportunities in all areas of History. We are committed to 

providing all children with an equal entitlement to History activities and opportunities regardless of race, gender, 

culture or class. 

Teaching 

Early Years 

History is taught in EYFS as an integral part of the topic work through child-initiated and adult led activities. The 

children are given the opportunity to find out about past and present events in their own lives, and those of their 

families and other people they know. In the Foundation Stage, History makes a significant contribution to developing 

a child’s understanding of the world through activities such as looking at pictures of famous people in history or 

discovering the meaning of new and old in relation to their own lives. 
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Key Stage 1 

During Key Stage 1, pupils learn about people’s lives and lifestyles. They find out about significant men, women, 

children and events from the recent and more distant past in Britain and the wider world. They listen, and respond 

to stories and use sources of information to help them ask and answer questions. They learn how the past is 

different from the present. 

 

Key Stage 2 

During Key Stage 2 pupils learn about significant people, events and places from both recent and more distant past. 

They learn about change and continuity in their own area, in Britain and in other parts of the world. They look at 

history in a variety of ways, for example from political, economic, technological and scientific, social, religious, 

cultural or aesthetic perspectives. They use different sources of information to help them investigate the past both 

in depth and in overview, using dates and historical vocabulary to describe events, people and developments. They 

also learn that the past can be represented and interpreted in different ways. 

Teaching and Learning 

At St Lawrence School we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our History lessons. Our aim is to develop 

the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in History and we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in 

our history lessons.  

. We believe children learn best when: 

 They have access to, and are able to handle artefacts 

 They go on visits to museums and places of interest 

 They have access to secondary sources such as books and photographs 

 Visitors talk about personal experiences of the past 

 They listen to and interact with stories from the past 

 They undertake fieldwork by interviewing family and older friends about changes in their own and other 

people’s lives 

 They use drama and dance to act out historical events 

 They are shown, or use independently, resources from the internet and videos 

 They are able to use non-fiction books for research 

 They are provided with opportunities to work independently or collaboratively, to ask as well as answer 

historical questions 

 They have visitors from Jersey Heritage to support teaching of some key areas. 

We recognise the fact that we have children of differing ability in all our classes, and so we provide suitable 

learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We 

achieve this through a range of strategies which are differentiated by task, expected outcome and/or support 

from peers or adults. 

 

History in the Jersey Curriculum  

 

Subject content  

 

Key Stage 1  

Pupils should  

g common words and phrases relating to the passing of time  

differences between ways of life in different periods  
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veryday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using 

parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events  

ch we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is 

represented.  

 

In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching about the people, events and changes 

outlined below, teachers are often introducing pupils to historical periods that they will study more fully at Key 

Stages 2 and 3.  

 

Pupils should be taught about:  

 

t are significant nationally or globally [for example, the Great Fire of London, the 

first aeroplane flight or events commemorated through festivals or anniversaries]  

international achievements. 

Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods [for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, 

Charles II and Sir Walter Raleigh, Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, 

Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale and 

Edith Cavell]  

significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.eg Battle of Jersey, Jersey in the Neolithic 

Period.  

 

Key Stage 2  

Pupils should  

e and understanding of local Jersey, British and world 

history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study  

ds over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms  

ress and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, 

and significance  

 selection and organisation of relevant historical information  

w our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.  

 

In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching the local Jersey, British and world history, 

outlined below, teachers should combine overview and depth studies to help pupils understand both the long arc of 

development and the complexity of specific aspects of the content.  

Pupils should be taught about:  

 

Changes in Prehistoric Britain  

Examples (non-statutory)  

Late Neolithic hunter-gatherers and early farmers, for example, Skara Brae  

 

 

Prehistoric Jersey- La Hougue Bie, the Dolmens  

 

Ancient Civilisations 

Examples (non-statutory)  

The achievements of the earliest civilisations – an overview of where and when the first civilisations appeared and 

a depth study of one of the following  

Ancient Egypt – a study of Egyptian life and achievements  

Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world  

Ancient Rome – a study of Roman life and achievements and their influence on the western world  



St. Lawrence Primary School 

History Policy 

 

8 

 

A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from early Islamic 

civilisation including a study of Baghdad c AD 900, Mayan civilisation c AD 900, Benin (West Africa) c AD 900-

1300,Aztecs  

 

Invaders and Settlers  

Examples (non-statutory)  

Roman invasion, settlements and withdrawal from Britain in c. AD 410 and the fall of the western Roman Empire  

Anglo-Saxon invasions, settlements and kingdoms: place names and village life  

 

les  

Jersey, Mont Orgueil  

 

A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 e.g. 

Castles, Victorians, Tudors, German Occupation  

Examples (non-statutory)  

Tudors and Stuarts- Local Jersey example; Elizabeth Castle  

Victorians - for example the ship building industry in Jersey  

WW1 - Life in the trenches  

 

A significant turning point in British history, for example, the first railways or the Battle of Britain  

 

 

Lessons may be taught as whole class sessions, group activities or individual tasks dependant on the structure of the 

class and content of the lesson.  
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SMSC in History 
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Spiritual  

 

At St Lawrence Primary School our History 

Curriculum builds a child spiritually by: 

  

Developing a sense of curiosity and the 

mystery of how and why events in the past 

happened. 

Raising questions as to what could have 

happened if events resulted in different 

outcomes.  

Exploring artefacts to give children a sense of 

the past and aid children in understanding 

the people who produced and used these 

objects.  

Exploring the role played by important 

individuals, for good or ill, in the shaping of 

the world we live in.  

Moral 

 

At St Lawrence Primary School our History 

Curriculum builds a child morally by: 

Encouraging them to consider and comment 

on moral questions and dilemmas.  

Reflect upon events and beliefs in the past 

that are often considered unacceptable 

today.  

Encouraging children to show compassion for 

people facing dilemmas and to empathise 

with decisions which people in the past made 

and the reasoning behind these decisions. 

Reflecting on right and wrong, in connection 

with events from the past, linking with the 

value of justice. 

Social 

 

At St Lawrence Primary School our History 

Curriculum builds a child socially by: 

 Exploring the similarities and 

contrasts between past and present societies 

and be made aware of how, in the main, we 

are very fortunate to live in ‘the modern 
world’.  

Examining how other cultures have had a 

major impact on the development of ’British’ 
culture.  

Encouraging them to build up their own 

social development through collaborative 

and team working activities. 

 Studying social issues. 

 Cultural 

 

At St Lawrence Primary School our History 

Curriculum builds a child culturally by: 

 Being encouraged to gain an 

understanding of and empathise with, people 

from different cultural backgrounds and time 

periods.  

Examining how other cultures have had a 

major impact on the development of ’British’ 
culture.  

Developing a better understanding of our 

multicultural society through studying links 

between local, British, European and world 

History. 
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